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Informed Consent to Participate in a Research Study 
 
The Fake News and Information Literacy Project 





You are invited to participate in a research study.  Research studies are designed to gain scientific 
knowledge that may help other people in the future.  You may or may not receive any benefit from 
being part of the study.  Your participation is voluntary.  Please take your time to make your decision, 
and ask your research investigator or research staff to explain any words or information that you do 
not understand.  The following is a short summary to help you decide why you may or may not want 
to be a part of this study.  Information that is more detailed is listed later on in this form.   
 
The purpose of this study is to understand the Appalachian experience with fake news and how 
people determine what is/not credible online. We expect that you will be in this research study for 
one hour. Though you will be anonymous and your identity will be kept secret, a redacted copy of 
your interview transcript will be posted online on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website  
(https://mds.marshall.edu/oral_history/). 
  
You will be asked 64 questions. Your dialogue will be recorded on Microsoft Teams and housed on 
Marshall University's OneDrive, which is password protected. The recording will be destroyed at the 
end of the semester (during finals week). To protect your privacy, you will be identified by your state 
of residence, race, sex, age and participant number. For example, the Digital Scholar website will 
catalogue your interview with a pseudonym like "Kentucky Participant 5 (White/Male/65), 
interviewed on October 5, 2021." Please avoid mentioning your name or other identifying 
information in the interview. Your name will not be on the transcript. The name of the interviewer 
will not be included in the transcript or otherwise on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website. 
All identifying information will be removed before transcripts are posted online. But once transcripts 
are posted on Marshall University's Digital Scholar website, they will be permanent. We will not be 
able to remove them.         
 
How Many People Will Take Part In The Study? 
 
About 24 people every semester people will take part in this study.  A total of 24 subjects are the 
most that would be able to enter the study per semester. 
 
What Is Involved In This Research Study? 
 
You will be asked a series of 64 open-ended questions about your thoughts and feelings on fake news 
and disinformation online. You will be asked about your opinion of sensitive social questions like 
issues of race, class, religion, etc.  
 
With your consent, this interview will be recorded. You will only be identified as "you" during the 
interview. The Microsoft Teams recording, which will be with the camera turned off, will be stored 
on Marshall University's OneDrive and will only be shared with the FYS small group, the FYS 
graduate assistant and the professor. These people will use the recoding to verify consent and make a 
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What Are Your Rights As A Research Study Participant? 
 
You may choose to not take part in the study. You may leave the study up to the point that the 
interview is complete. Once the redacted transcript is posted on the website a participant may not 
withdraw.  Refusing to participate or leaving the study will not result in any penalty or loss of 
benefits to which you are entitled.  If you decide to stop participating in the study we encourage you 
to talk to the investigators or study staff first. 
 
The study investigator may stop you from taking part in this study at any time if he/she believes it is 
in your best interest; if you do not follow the study rules; or if the study is stopped. 
 
Detailed Risks Of The Study 
 
Because the recording will be destroyed at the end of the semester, and because the only a 
deidentified redacted transcript will be posted online, there is no foreseeable risk in the study. 
 
What About Confidentiality? 
 
We will do our best to make sure that your personal information is kept confidential.  However, we 
cannot guarantee absolute confidentiality.  Federal law says we must keep your study records private.  
Nevertheless, under unforeseen and rare circumstances, we may be required by law to allow certain 
agencies to view your records.  Those agencies would include the Marshall University IRB, Office of 
Research Integrity (ORI) and the federal Office of Human Research Protection (OHRP).  This is to 
make sure that we are protecting your rights and your safety.  If we publish the information we learn 
from this study, you will not be identified by name or in any other way.   
 
  
What Are The Costs Of Taking Part In This Study? 
 
 
There are no costs to you for taking part in this study.  All the study costs, including any study tests, 
supplies and procedures related directly to the study, will be paid for by the study. 
 
 
Will You Be Paid For Participating? 
 
 
You will receive no payment or other compensation for taking part in this study. 
 
 
Whom Do You Call If You Have Questions Or Problems? 
 
For questions about the study or in the event of a research-related injury, contact the study 
investigator, Stephen Underhill at 304-696-3020 or at underhills@marshall.edu. You should also 
contact the investigator if you have a concern or complaint about the research.  
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For questions about your rights as a research participant, contact the Marshall University Office of 
Research Integrity (ORI) at (304) 696-4303.  You may also call this number if: 
o You have concerns or complaints about the research. 
o The research staff cannot be reached. 
o You want to talk to someone other than the research staff. 
 
 
Did you receive a copy of the consent form? 
Please say Yes or No 
  
Do you agree to take part in this study and confirm that you are 18 years of age or older?  
Please say Yes or No 
 
Have you had a chance to ask questions about being in this study and have had those questions 
answered? 
Please say Yes or No 
 
What is today's date? 
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The participant agreed to the terms of the consent. 
 
Interviewer: All right, we are going to be asking some questions about fake news and 
touchy topics including the insurrection, QAnon, just a lot of controversial topics. Answer 
however you feel comfortable, if you do not feel comfortable answering a question, we 
can move on from it. We are going to start with the first question. It is a background of 
you, so the first question is, tell me about a time when you first started using social 
media and you started to notice news appear on your feed so if you are using Facebook 
or Twitter, you noticed some news articles come up.  
 
Participant: The first time I noticed news coming up on social media, it would have 
been within the first couple days of me getting Twitter in 2017. Forgetting all what 
happened, but I was just messing around with the app trying to figure out how it worked, 
and I clicked on the explore tab and there were a whole bunch of articles from CBS, 
Reuters, and other news sites.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. On a normal day, how do you use the internet? 
 
Participant: Mostly for entertainment purposes, just videos and such. If something in 
the news or educational type of stuff piques my interest, then I will investigate it. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, would you say like YouTube or Netflix? 
 
Participant: Yes.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. What type of sites do you visit? 
 
Participant: Mostly, I do not know how to properly categorize it, but informational type 
sites for businesses and such. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, what have you searched online in the past week? 
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Participant: Local events, the weather, and mental health topics for another class of 
mine. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, and what type of sites do you visit when you are bored? 
 
Participant: Mostly YouTube. 
 
Interviewer: What do you do on those sites? Do you go on any other sites to do stuff to 
past time or anything?  
 
Participant: I cannot particularly think of anything, I do not use many apps or anything. 
 
Interviewer: Why do you visit YouTube?  
 
Participant: Usually I can find something for entertainment, or information with stuff I 
watch, it overlaps with cooking and such. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. We are going to the next question. Thinking about these questions, 
what do you think other people are doing, both people you know and people you do not 
know? 
 






Interviewer: That is typically what people do, especially my mom likes to shop. 
 
Participant: I would, but I do not have money. 
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Interviewer: I think a lot of college kids cannot shop. How do you think other people 
pass time? 
 
Participant: If they are not engaged in work of some sort, academically or a job, I would 
say just hanging around with friends, or sitting around. Partying maybe. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, we are going to move on to the next question. What type of devices 
do you like to use phones, tablets, or your TV? Do you have a smart TV? For example, 
what type of device do you access YouTube on?  
 
Participant: YouTube nowadays, I usually use it on my phone, and I can access it on 
my PlayStation.  
 
Interviewer: Do you use your phone, your PlayStation, or anything else you use more 
than the other?  
 
Participant: The top three devices I would say I use in order from most to least would 
be my phone, the gaming console, and then my laptop. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, what social media or forums like, Twitter or Reddit, do you use? 
 
Participant: I use Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook primarily, although I do have a 
LinkedIn account, and I use TikTok.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. When, why, or for what do you use them for? 
 
Participant: Let’s see, as I mentioned earlier, Twitter is just to see what is going on in 
the world, I do not have a lot of friends who use Twitter. Instagram is my primary one for 
socialization, Facebook is more for news on a smaller and more local level. The 
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LinkedIn account is sitting collecting dust just in case I ever need it for a school 
assignment. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Are there any social media’s you try to avoid? 
 
Participant: None that I can think of. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. When thinking about people you disagree with, please describe 
which forums you think they use and why? 
 
Participant: Could you elaborate a little, I do not really understand. 
 
Interviewer: Say you are having a political conversation with a friend and you two do 
not agree. There are some stereotypes out there like “Oh they use Facebook” just 
based on how they get their information. Where do you think people who you disagree 
with get their information from?  
 
Participant: I would say Facebook, not so much that it is a source of bad information, 
but it is kind of an unfamiliar word of mouth. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Describe for me what you do when you want to find out something 
factual?  
 
Participant: I usually go to places and try to find the account of a site that I know is 
neutral. I have a small list of new sources I know that work, so I usually go on Twitter. 
Then, if necessary, the Internet in general.  
 
Interviewer: Going back to those people around you, not necessarily you disagree with, 
but say your family or friends, how do you think they find out something factual? 
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Participant: I would say the same way I do. They would get it off social media and then 
if they were drawn into it, they would do some fact checking on their own online. 
 
Interviewer: So, we are going to our next section, which is Feed and Search Results. 
For this section, everyone comes across things that surprise them on social media 
between advertising and news. Describe a time when you came across content that you 
doubted was trustworthy or made you distrust its author or its purpose? 
 
Participant: When the folks a couple of weeks ago, said they identified the Zodiac killer 
and TMZ picked that up, which was a bit confusing, especially after the FBI did not shut 
the case at once. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Did you have a time where you had an instance where you talked to 
your friends or family about another article you doubt was right or factual? 
 
Participant: Aside from that conversation with another friend, not much the news, like 
what is going on. Something we can talk about, but it is not a frequent topic of 
conversation. 
 
Interviewer: All right, have you ever seen a topic like that discussed on the news? 
 
Participant: Occasionally, yes. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. If there are social media sites that you think are untrustworthy what 
makes them untrustworthy? 
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Participant: Sites like Reddit and a lot more chatroom-based sites, I would say since 
there is no truthful way, unless you have intended to do so, there is really no way to fact 
check that sort of stuff that goes on, that is an effective way to start spreading 
information or misinformation. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Do you have any experience finding conspiracy theories? 
 
Participant: Not extensively, but it is something that is interesting to me.  
 
Interviewer: If applicable, describe a time when you shared content that you thought 
was true but later was not. 
 
Participant: I am sure there has been a time, but it is not coming to mind.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, describe a time when you share things that you knew were not true. 
 
Participant: Same answer. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Moving on to the next question, tell me about a time when you used 
a search engine, like Google or Yahoo, and it gives you what it thought you were 
looking for based on what you already searched for? 
 
Participant: There have been more than a few times where I have been looking up 
what is going on, for example, the hours for a store in a town nearby. Things have been 
skewed because it is intermixing stuff I have looked up for school and other things like 
that. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Describe a time when you noticed that search results seemed to 
somehow be tailored to you? 
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Participant: Well more than a few times, I do online shopping on geek sites, looking for 
action figures, super T-shirts, and all that. The next week or so I got exclusive ads for 
that sort of thing. 
 
Interviewer: Have you seen anything on the news where they discuss the thing we are 
talking about right now, results tailored to you. Have you seen that discussed at all in 
the news? 
 
Participant: Not in the news. There are a couple of smaller documentaries about that 
sort of thing about internet security privacy and cookies, but I have not seen any actual 
news reports on it. 
 
Interviewer: All right, next question. How can you decide what personal information you 
will provide to social media companies like YouTube or Google? 
 
Participant: You agree with it. I mean, I will do a quick scan, but 9 times out of 10, they 
are not really asking for information I would consider compromising, for example, my 
social security.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, when you go into your account settings, there is a section that says 
personal information, do you give them your personal information, or do you just leave it 
blank? 
 
Participant: Just depends, most places went from needing a name and email and 
every so often an age verification, but other than that I just kind of leave things blank. 
 
Interviewer: Has there been any time in your life where you tried to protect your 
personal information online? 
 
Participant: Not that I can think of. 
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Interviewer: Okay. Do you think other people around you protect their information or 
give them all their information? 
 
Participant: I think a lot of folks around me, like my peers, I would say they are in the 
same boat as me. That is something that we are aware of and are prudent about, but 
until one situation calls for more prudence than it is not a super big deal. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, what have you heard about protecting your identity or personal 
information on the news or heard your friends or family looking to discuss? 
 
Participant: I have not really heard anything. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, we are going to move on to another section, it is about algorithms. 
First question in this section, how have you responded to how Internet companies try to 
customize or control what you see on their platforms, like Google searches? 
 
Participant: You are asking how do I respond to that? 
 
Interviewer: Yes. You mentioned earlier that you noticed that you were searching for 
action figures. Have you tried to block Google from tracking you? 
 
Participant: No not really, it does not bother me much. Again, what I am shopping for 
on the Internet is different than something, for example, my actual financials. I am not 
actually putting in financial information when I do it, it is window shopping so the way I 
see it is if you do not put anything in it, then it just nips it in the butt.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, have you heard any others discuss this? 
 
Participant: Not to my knowledge. 
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Interviewer: Okay. We are going to the next question, if you were to explain to your 
friends or family how false information spreads, and how to avoid false information, 
what would you say? 
 
Participant: I would say false information spreads from folks playing off the gullibility. 
False credentials I think are a big part of what falls in news misinformation. Folks do not 
do any sort of research themselves; they take everything face value. 
 
Interviewer: What do you think determines what is seen online or helping spread? 
 
Participant: I would say all that is determined, algorithms aside, just popularity if there 
is something online, you can share it now. 
 
Interviewer: Do you have any idea how it works? 
 
Participant: Not really no. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, do you know if anybody benefits from it? 
 
Participant: I would say some people better. If you are trying to promote sales products 
or if you are an entrepreneur, any publicity is a good publicity type. It is not necessarily 
dealing with information; in some cases, they can help business perspective. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, so who do you think made this system? 
 
Participant: I do not know. 
 
Interviewer: All right, and what do you think controls information online or in our apps? 
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Participant: Some sort of government organization I know. The first thing to come to 
mind was the FCC but I know their censorship on media TV and all that, so I know 
some overall organization. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, so moving on to the next question. The Internet is full of stories that 
divide people about things like the coronavirus, the Capitol Riots, Antifa, Black Lives 
Matter, climate change, QAnon, and the political parties. If you were to decide, how 
would you like schools or the news to talk about what controls the Internet and what is 
seen? 
 
Participant: I would say just give it to the people straight up everything there is. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, if you happened to see stories about the Capitol Riot, what do you 
make of why the protesters were there? 
 
Participant: I am sorry I keep doing many space outs, you are asking me why I thought 
the protesters were there on the Capitol Riot you said? 
 
Interviewer: Yes.  
 
Participant: I would say that the protesters were there in anger and the notion that they 
could, I would say a disregard for the system with enough power we can enact change. 
There is a misinterpretation of, I forget what document in the constitution, but how if you 
disagree with the government failing then people who have recognized, they 
exaggerated an midstance true that to fit their own agendas, I think. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Why do you think they were dressed like hunters, trappers, or with 
animal pelts, Norse tattoos, as Roman soldiers, or in groups like Cowboys for Trump? 
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Participant: I would say on the surface, I guess some spite. I will say a lot of those 
groups have something about the unity of the vision of the Romans and how they align 
working as a unit. They believe themselves to be a unit fighting against an enemy. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. What does this mean for stories about voting fraud and voting 
rights? 
 
Participant: I think from now on people everywhere, at least in this nation, are going to 
be a lot more careful or diligent about how the entire process goes on. I would not put a 
disagree with paranoia about things, but I think there will be a sharp uptick in what we 
do during that process. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. With all that in mind, where did you learn all this and what does it 
mean to you? 
 
Participant: I learned all this mostly through the news and CBS Sunday, NBC, and that 
sort of thing. This is important to me because with the current political climate, with 
recent events that have been happening such as the Capitol Riot, you are asking me 
what this means to me?  
 
Interviewer: Yes.  
 
Participant: We are a divided nation again; partisan politics have gotten out of control. I 
do not think there is any authentic way to change that, at least not on a short-term 
basis.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. Moving on, if you happen to hear about the QAnon movement, what 
do you make of how they talk about themselves and what others say about them? 
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Participant: I have not heard anything about this, but just based off what I know about 
the QAnon movement, I would say that it is in the best interests of a specific niche of 
people, and it goes against a bunch of the societal norms we have. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and why do you think we hear so many conflicting stories? 
 
Participant: Say in some mixture of folks not doing research for themselves and folks 
who can try but will alter various things to fit their own purposes or agendas. It is like a 
panel weird pseudo political game telephone. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. This is going to be a repeat question so it might be the same 
answer. Where did you learn this and what does that mean to you, does it change from 
your last answer or is it the same as what we just talked about before? 
 
Participant: I would say it is more the same. Overall, it is all over both the political 
events and things that are happening on the Internet. It is for unity in everyone. There 
are two for misinformation or just distance. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. If you happen to be following the story on the coronavirus, what 
sense do you make of the different information out there about whether people should 
get vaccinated or wear masks? 
 
Participant: I think as far as man and the coronavirus, I would say that all you need is 
to look at folks having sources that they do not necessarily like or trust. We have been 
living in a digital age of information now so you could always find another source and try 
and make something of that for yourself. It comes down to a lot of common sense and 
open-mindedness.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, what do you think causes the different opinions? 
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Participant: I would say whether how open or close-minded someone is. I would say 
that stems from where the environment is. If someone who was raised from a family of 
conservatives and are more likely to half insert of ideas and vice versa. Obviously, there 
are exceptions and especially now, but I do think it is very much environmentally. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Where did you learn this and what does it mean to you, again 
another repeat question. 
 
Participant: Yes, I do not remember where I learned this, but I would say it just 
occurred to me one day after taking in so much information. What it means for me is 
one of the more disappointing facts, the key to progress is having an open mind and I 
know a lot of people nowadays are hesitant too and that is productive.  
 
Interviewer: If you happen to be following the coverage of the House Committee to 
investigate the Capitol Riot, what sense do you make of how Republicans and 
Democrats disagree over the scope and purpose of the committee? 
 
Participant: I think I have heard bits and pieces of that, but I do not think I have heard 
enough to have any sort of sound opinion on anything related to the matter. 
 
Interviewer: So, if you happen to see stories about the Black Lives Matter protests and 
Antifa what do you make the protests after George Floyd was killed? 
 
Participant: I think at its core and a lot of those like the Black Lives Matter movement 
those were good or at least a good intent at its core. However, I do think there was a fair 
number of people who realized that they could use that platform to sort of disguise their 
own agendas. Starting a riot in the middle of a peaceful protest, you can just escape 
and cover everything up, so I do think as good as this is, it cannot overlook that these 
people are being used as an unwilling vessel for less productive purposes.  
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Interviewer: Okay. Why do you think some buildings were burned or other property 
destroyed? 
 
Participant: I would say that it is a combination of anger on the quote of the people 
trying to send a message to say that peaceful protesting will not work anymore or never 
did. At the same time again as I previously mentioned it could just be people doing their 
own agendas. For example, I am trying to send a message about how peaceful protest 
is not as effective anymore and the guy next to me just wants to burn something down.  
 
Interviewer: Okay, and why did protesters denounce the police? 
 
Participant: Why did protesters denounce the police?  
 
Interviewer: Yes.  
 
Participant: Because the overall painting is that the police are the protective force or 
the elite. They do not serve the best interests of the general society and so they believe 
that at the core it is very much a corrupt organization or concept. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Where did you learn this and what does it mean to you? 
 
Participant: I learned this through reading news articles and what it means to me I 
would say we are trying to enact, well I know we are trying to enact social change, but 
we are almost treading the line of biting off more than we can chew. So, let us say the 
police are a corrupt organization, obviously that is something one would need to correct, 
but at the same time they are an established organization keeping peace even if that 
peace may not necessarily be what is needed or wanted.   
 
Interviewer: What content do you post online? 
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Participant: Let us see, mostly just random thoughts and such, I never really post with 
a particular purpose on anything. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. What type of content do you try to make visible for others to see and 
what type of content do you try to hide from others from seeing? 
 
Participant: Let us see, the content I try to make visible aspects are just general 
personal life just on Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. I will post for example, ‘oh hey I 
went to a festival or something today.’ I do have a finsta account for about 15 people 
where I post just more personal, private matters, which I try to hide. It is a finsta, so it is 
not for the public.  
 
Interviewer: Okay yes, I have one too, so I cannot really say anything. Moving on, can 
you remember a time when you were careful about what you chose to like online 
because of how it might affect the visibility of others or other people's opinions and 
content in your social media feed like Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? 
 
Participant: Let us see, I cannot really think of any instances. I am sure there is stuff I 
have looked over and considered bookmarking for later to try and find a friend’s post, 
but I cannot think of anything more.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. Next question, tell me about a time when you try to influence or 
change content of what you see on YouTube, Google, or social media results by 
searching something different? 
 
Participant: Let us see, I notice there were a lot of niches scrolling in what I was seeing 
so after that, I just tried to search up a little broader. 
 
Interviewer: How do you decide if an online source of information is reliable or 
credible? 
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Participant: I would do some research about the type of stuff about pages and then I 
would see if it were widely known and widely cited.  
 
Interviewer: Can you tell me about a time when you double-checked information online 
to verify if it was credible? 
 
Participant: There were more than a few times where I heard back before they 
suspended his account. Donald Trump had tweeted something and I went to go check 
his account to see if he tweeted this or if this was something for propaganda. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and what made you suspicious? 
 
Participant: Nothing, I have just learned to be wary of that sort of thing, especially with 
someone like Donald Trump who even now is a very polarizing figure.  
 
Interviewer: Okay. What did your findings make you feel about that? 
 
Participant: I am not sure; I personally was never much of a fan of Donald Trump; I am 
more left leaning, but from an overall more neutral perspective, I do think that on both 
sides of things, I will keep using Donald Trump as an example. I do think things have 
been taken a little too far. On one hand, I have noticed a lot of right-leaning people, they 
worship Trump and that might be a little strong of a term, but on the other hand hand, I 
think for the left, there is certainly a lot of propaganda and there does not need to be. 
We are making perspectives on both sides more extreme than I think they should be 
getting. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Tell me about a time where your friends or family distrusted a 
website or information on a website? 
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Participant: I cannot think of any instance, besides that I have a friend who did not 
want to get a vaccine simply because he did not know enough about it. Other than that, 
I cannot think of any instance about distrusting a website or such. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Did they double-check the information from a different source to 
verify if it was credible, if you know? 
 
Participant: Not that I know of. 
 
Interviewer: Okay, moving on to the next question, how do you think the media should 
cover stories about fake news or disinformation? 
 
Participant: I think that Twitter or Facebook should put a warning that the information 
being given. For example, giving it in real time is not entirely concrete that folks are still 
trying to figure out the legitimacy of the information. Real time transparency I suppose. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Should the media do more to teach people how to verify the 
credibility of information? 
 
Participant: I think so, yes. 
 
Interviewer: The term fake news seems to be everywhere now. What are your thoughts 
about what it is? 
 
Participant: Fake news is either misinformation or just exaggeration of smaller things 
like cherry picking one instance out of 10 and blowing it up out of context to fit agendas. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and where is it at? 
 
Participant: I think everywhere. 
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Interviewer: Okay, and who do you think it targets? 
 
Participant: Anyone and everyone honestly.  
 
Interviewer: Who do you think is vulnerable to it? 
 
Participant: I would say at the risk of stereotyping, I would say folks who are not 
necessarily in a more progressive and more digital environment. For example, if 
someone in a rural area had information a little slower going is going to be at greater 
risk for falling for that sort of stuff. If someone in the big city, who is constantly getting a 
back-and-forth stream of information, is not likely to fall for it. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and what does it mean for the democracy?  
 
Participant: I think I do not want to say something overdramatic, like “oh it's the end of 
democracy” but I do think we are reaching a fever pitch or shift. I have noticed a lot of 
folks; I will use like the First Amendment; a lot of people are using things to defend what 
they do and what they think. All of that when in a broader context that is not what the 
intent was. I think whether we like it or not we are redefining what it means to be a 
democracy, to have given everyone an opinion, not saying that we should start taking 
away people’s opinions, but at this point we are seeing consequences, maybe that we 
are not fully prepared for. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and do you think this is a real problem? 
 
Participant: I do think it is a real problem. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and what are the politics of it all? 
 
Participant: Is it possible for you to elaborate on that? 
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Interviewer: Do you think one side does it more often than the other or do you think it is 
more politicized? 
 
Participant: Again, not to stereotype, I would say the right does it more. They are a bit 
stubborn, again not trying to stereotype or generalize. For example, in the last election 
where it was Donald Trump versus Joe Biden, I noticed a lot on the Internet that folks 
who were more conservative were solely set on believing Donald Trump was the best 
option. Again, some people say they worship Trump. While on the left side, Joe Biden 
was the consensus that he is not what we wanted, but he is better than Trump, I guess. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. What new laws or constitutional amendments might we need for the 
Internet age? 
 
Participant: Good question. On the spot, I cannot particularly think of anything. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. Please offer some examples of where you have seen fake news 
and who are the people who publish it? 
 
Participant: I do not know to the best of my knowledge, but I often see it related to 
major news outlets like NBC or another news site. I guess if you count the tabloids then 
I see it frequently in Star magazine. Countdown is fake news. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and what do you think they are trying to get from it? 
 
Participant: Profit.  
 
Interviewer: Okay and what should be done about it? 
 
Participant: I think it could be extremely hard to target things at a fundamental 
business level. You cannot just go to a magazine publisher and say, “hey man, stop 
doing that.” I would say it is more about trying to do work on educating the audience so 
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they themselves can put out information. But if no one is taking it, then it is rendered 
void. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and is there anything else you would like to share? 
 
Participant: Not that I can think of.  
 
Interviewer: What is today’s date? 
 
Participant: It is October 20, 2021. 
 












Interviewer: What is your race? 
 
Participant: Asian.  
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Interviewer: All right, so that is the conclusion of this interview. Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
